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SUBJECT: VISIT TO ANAMBRA, IMO AND RIVERS STATES 

SUMMARY: AFTER A FOUR-DAY VISIT TO THREE EASTERN STATES, 

EMBOFFS REPORT THAT THE POST-GOWON REGIME ENJOYS GENERAL SUPPORT 
IN THE AREA; STATES ARE PROGRESSING TOWARD RETURN TO CIVILIAN 
RULE; FORMER NCNC LEADERSHIP HAS QUIETLY BEGUN POLITICAL MANEU- 
VERINGS; RECENTLY ORGANIZED LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILS FACE 
DIFEICULT STAEFING AND FUNDING PROBLEMS; SHORTAGE OF TRAINED 
MANPOWER IS SLOWING PACE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; AND AMERICAN 
INVESTMENT AND OFFICIAL PRESENCE IN AREA ARE DESIRED. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. DCM AND POLCOUNS SPENT FOUR DAYS (APRIL 26-29) TRAVELING IN 
ANAMBRA, IMO AND RIVERS STATES. THEY MET WITH SECRETARIES TO THE 
MILITARY GOVERNMENTS (SMGS) AND PERMSECS IN ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT AND FINANCE MINISTRIES IN ENUGU AND PORT HARCOURT; CALLED 
ON PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION AND COMMISSIONER FOR ESTABLISHMENTS 
IN ENUGU; HAD TALKS WITH SECRETARY TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
COUNCIL IN ONITSHA; AND VISITED UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA (NSUKKA). 
FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS MAY BE OE INTEREST TO THE DEPARTMENT: 
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2. ATTITUDES: THE POST-GOWON EMG ENJOYS GENERAL APPROVAL. 
"THINGS ARE BETTER SINCE THE NEW REGIME TOOK OVER" IS THE COMMON 
THEME, PARTICULARLY IN IBO AREAS. GOWON IS RESPECTED FOR HAVING 
SAVED DEFEATED BIAFRANS FROM REVENGE-MINDED FEDERAL EORCES BUT 
FOR VERY LITTLE ELSE. HIS CHOICE OE GOVERNOR OF FORMER EAST 
CENTRAL STATE, UKAPABI ASIKA, IS INTENSELY DISLIKED AND ASIKA'S 
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CORRUPT ADMINISTRATION BLAMED FOR PREVIOUS SLOW PACE OF RECON- 
STRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT. THE FEELING OE BEING NEGLECTED BY 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS DIMINISHING AS RESULTS OF INCREASED 
FEDERAL FUNDING FOR NEEDED PROJECTS SUCH AS ROAD CONSTRUCTION 
BECOME EVIDENT. WAR MEMORIES REMAIN VERY REAL FOR MOST IBOS, 
ONLY SOME OF WHOM WILL EVEN GRUDGINGLY ADMIT THAT THE SECURITY 
THEY SOUGHT THROUGH SECESSION IS NOW BEING PROVIDED BY EMG. IBOS 
APPEAR DETERMINED TO PLAY A PART IN A CIVILIAN RUN NIGERIA AND 
ARE SEEKING TO REGAIN SOME OF THEIR PRE-WAR INELUENCE IN 
GOVERNMENT, COMMERCE, AND INDUSTRY. 

3. POLITICAL ACTIVITY: LEADERS OF BANNED NCNC HAVE QUIETLY 
CONTACTED FELLOW POLITICIANS IN NORTHERN AND EASTERN NIGERIA. 
PURPOSE OE THESE FEELERS IS TO FORGE ALLIANCES WITH GROUPS IN O- 
THER PARTS OP THE COUNTRY IN PREPARATION FOR THE PORMATION OF 
"NATIONAL" POLITICAL PARTIES SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER OF NEXT YEAR. 
NAMES SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED WERE AMINU KANO AND J.S. TARKA BUT 
AN ATTEMPT TO REVIVE THE FORMER NCNC/NPC ALLIANCE IS PROBABLY 
ALSO UNDERWAY. A FORMER NCNC PARLIAMENTARY-SECRETARY IN 
EASTERN HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY AGREED THAT PARTY PLATFORMS WITH 
COUNTRY-WIDE APPEAL WOULD BE FIDDICULT TO DEVISE SINCE LOCAL 
CONSIDERATIONS DOMINATE NIGERIAN POLITICS. HE EXPRESSED THE 
VIEW, HOWEVER, THAT THE ALLIANCES NOW BEING ARRANGED WOULD PASS 
THE TEST OF A NATIONAL PARTY. 

4. CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY: THE CONCERN WHICH HAS BEEN VOICED 

IN SOME OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY ABOUT THE COMPETENCE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT COUNCILS TO SELECT GOOD DELEGATES TO THE CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY (CA) WAS NOT REPEATED IN THE EAST. THERE IS IN FACT 
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CONSIDERABLE CONFIDENCE IN THE ABILITIES OP THOSE ELECTED TO THE 
COUNCILS, MANY OP WHOM ARE RESPECTED COMMUNITY LEADERS. DURING 
EMBOFFS VISIT, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FEDERAL ELECTORAL 
COMMISSION, MICHAEL ANI, ANNOUNCED THAT NATIONWIDE ELECTIONS 
TO THE CA WOULD BE HELD THIS COMING AUGUST. THE SMG IN PORT 
HARCOURT RUEFULLY COMMENTED THAT RIVERS STATE MUST VOID THE 
RESULTS OF ITS JUST COMPLETED ELECTION AND REPEAT THE EXERCISE IN 
AUGUST. 

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILS (LCGS): ONLY SOME FOUR MONTHS OLD, 
LGCS IN THE EAST ARE STILL GETTING ORGANIZED. THE RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN THE LGCS ON THE ONE HAND AND THE FERAL AND STATE 
GOVERNMENTS AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES ON THE OTHER ARE STILL BEING 
DEFINED. THE ONITSHA LGC LACKS ADEQUATE STAPFING, FUNDING, 

AND AUTHORITY TO CARRY OUT ITS RESPONSIBILITIES. THE SECRETARY 
TO THE LGC THERE (A FORMER PEDERAL CIVIL SERVANT WHO RETURNED 
HOME DURING THE WAR) IS OPTIMISTIC, HOWEVER. THE RUAD OF STATE 
'S APRIL I BUDGET SPEECH PROVIDED FOR AN "INCOME RATE TAX" 

WHICH WILL GENERATE FUNDS FOR LGCS. ONITSHA EXPECTS TO REALIZE 
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SOME TWO TO FOUR MILLION NAIRA ANNUALLY FROM THIS TAX. URBAN 
CENTERS ARE BETTER OFF IN THIS REGARD THAN MORE RURAL AREAS 
WHERE THE INCOME BASE IS MUCH LOWER. IT MAY BE SOME TIME 
BEFORE THIS EXPERIMENT IN ADMINISTRATIVE DECENTRALIZATION 
GETS ON TRACK. 

6. MANPOWER NEEDS: WITHOUT EXCEPTION OFFICIALS CITED THE LACK 
SKILLED MANPOWER AS THE BIGGEST OBSTACLE TO ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT. FEDERAL EFFORTS TO RECRUIT AND FILL STATE REQUIREMENTS HAVE 
NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL. STATES PARTICULARLY NEED ARCHITECTS, 
ENGINEERS, DOCTORS AND OTHER PROFESSIONALS WHO TEND TO GRAVITATE 
TOWARD BETTER PAYING POSITIONS IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR. GRADUA- 
TES OF NIGERIA'S NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE CORPS (NYSC) PROVIDE A 
GOOD SOURCE OF NEW RECRUITS FOR THE STATES. ACCORDING TO CHAIR- 
MAN OF THE ANAMBRA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION THE VAST MAJORITY 
OF NYSC GRADUATES (WHOSE ROLES HE COMPARED TO THOSE FORMERLY 
PLAYED BY THE PEACE CORPS) ARE RECRUITED INTO PUBLIC SERVICE 
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EACH YEAR. ONE WAY STATES HAVE ATTEMPTED TO MEET MANPOWER NEEDS 
HAS BEEN THROUGH SECONDMENT (EXCHANGE) OF PERSONNEL. SOME STATE 
GOVERNMENTS IN THE NORTH HAVE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST SECONDED 
IBOS AND DENIED THEM PROMOTION AND PERMANENT STATUS, IN EFFECT 
EMPLOYING THEM ON CONTRACT. ANAMBRA NAD IMO REPRESENTATIVES 
COMPLAINED ABOUT THE SITUATION AT A RECENT NATIONAL MEETING OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONERS. IF THE SITUATION IS NOT CORRECTD, 
ANAMBRA AND IMO INTEND TO RECALL THEIR PERSONNEL. 

7. UNITED STATES PRESENCE: THERE WERE THE USUAL INQUIRIES IN 
ANAMBRA ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF RE-OPENING THE U.S. CONSULATE IN 
ENUGU. INTEREST IN HAVING A U.S. PRESENCE WAS ALSO VOICED BY 
RIVERS STATE OFFICIALS IN PORT HARCOURT. TRADE PROMOTION AND THE 
PUBLICIZING OF INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITES FROM AMERICAN FIRMS WOULD 
RANK HIGH AMONG THE FUNCTONS A U.S. OFFICE WOULD PERFORM. THE 
DESIRE FOR AMERICAN CAPITAL INVESTMENT AND TECHNOLOGY (IN THE 
FORM OF TRAINING, EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL) WAS A PERSISTENT 
THEME OF CONVERSATIONS WITH STATE OFFICIALS. 
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